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Operation Levy” to
appear on February 7
special election ballot

Wearing her safety goggles and “lab coat,” Sarah Fortier
cautiously pours a small cup of baking soda into a larger
cup of vinegar. Within seconds, she and fellow student
scientist Keiyana Thomas shriek as the mixture bubbles
over onto their experiment tray.

Similar sounds of excitement fill Debra Schulze’s third-
grade classroom as the Zeiger Elementary students watch
the chemical reaction. Colin Tate snatches his magnifying
lens to get a close-up view of the bubbles in the cup, then
records his observations in his science journal. Mean-
while, Kyle Bosch proudly announces that his prediction
of what would happen actually came true.

Fun. Exciting. Hands-on. Interactive. All of these words
have been used by teachers and students to describe a

newly adopted elementary science curriculum under way
this fall. This is the first year of a three-year adoption of
“Science and Technology for Children.”

The curriculum is developed by the National Science
Resource Center, a division of the Smithsonian Institute
and the National Academies. It is also used in several
other large Washington school districts such as Seattle,
Highline, and Yakima.

“The kids love it, they are excited about it, and they think
they are scientists,” said Schulze.

Much of the buzz about the new science program focuses
on kits that encourage hands-on activities and problem-
solving. The kits, which drew praise from teachers and
students who field-tested the materials last year, are filled
with all of the equipment and supplies a teacher needs for
a class of 30 students to work on the experiments.

The kits adopted this year teach about physical science. In
first grade, for example, students study and experiment
with solids and liquids, while sixth graders learn about
magnets and motors. Next year students will study earth
science, such as land and water in third grade, rocks and

the students gathered with their teacher to share and
discuss their scientific discoveries.

Once a kit has been used, it is returned, cleaned, and
replenished at the district’s Science Resource Center before
delivery to another school. “Everywhere the kits go, the
excitement seems to grow,” said Jan Ward, Science Resource
Center assistant. “Since the focus is on doing more hands-on
activities and journaling with science, this is a natural tie-in
to our annual district science fair. This should make students
better prepared to develop their own testable questions.”

The curriculum is aligned to Washington state learning
standards and is based on research that shows children

New curriculum has elementary students hooked on science

Zeiger Elementary students (from left) Sarah
Fortier and Keiyana Thomas react to their
classroom science experiment.

Third grader Colin Tate records the results
of  his experiment in a science journal.

See articles on pages 6 and 7

minerals in fourth grade, and ecosystems in fifth grade. In
2007-08, they will learn about life science such as senses
in kindergarten, life cycle of butterflies in second grade,
and floating and sinking in sixth grade.

At Brouillet Elementary, first-graders in Judy Yi’s class
recently learned about the properties of solids and liquids.
With a partner, the first graders used magnets in the kits
to discover which solids were actually magnetic, then
separated the items on a piece of paper with “yes” or “no”
headings to show their results. Items tested included balls,
paper clips, marbles, washers, and plastic cubes. Finally,

“The kids love it, they are excited about it,
and they think they are scientists.”

Debra Schulze, teacher

continued on page 5
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February 7 levy election ushers in new year
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District MissionDistrict MissionDistrict MissionDistrict MissionDistrict Mission
Supported by families and our diverse com-
munity, the Puyallup School District challenges
students to achieve their academic, creative,
and physical potential.

Connections Editorial PConnections Editorial PConnections Editorial PConnections Editorial PConnections Editorial Policolicolicolicolicyyyyy
Connections is published periodically by the
Puyallup School District as part of a communi-
cations link between the district and the com-
munity.  Its intent and purpose is to provide the
board and district staff a venue to inform com-
munity members about programs, goals, and
activities of public education in the Puyallup
School District.  Please direct questions or com-
ments to Karen Hansen, director of communi-
cations and executive services, PO Box 370,
Puyallup, WA 98371; telephone (253) 841-8703;
or e-mail khansen@puyallup.k12.wa.us.  Re-
sponses, as appropriate, will be provided di-
rectly to those who contact this office.

CoorCoorCoorCoorCoordinadinadinadinadinatortortortortor::::: Karen Hansen
EditorEditorEditorEditorEditor: : : : : Susan Gifford
TTTTTececececechnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: hnical Assistance: Dale Carrington
ContribContribContribContribContributing Wuting Wuting Wuting Wuting Writerriterriterriterriters:s:s:s:s: Brynn Blanchard,
Shanon Burke, Susan Gifford, Teresa
Stover, and Chanel Studebaker.

Puyallup School District No. 3 complies
with all federal rules and regulations and
does not discriminate or permit harassment
on the basis of  race, creed, color, marital
status, age, national origin, religion, or
disability. This holds true for all students
who are interested in participating
in educational programs and/or
extracurricular activities. Inquiries
regarding compliance procedures may be
directed to the district's Title IX/RCW
28A.640 Officer and Section 504
Coordinator (Larry Sera, Assistant
Superintendent of Human Resources) at
302 Second St. S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372.
Phone:  (253) 841-8645.

The beginning of a new year is typically
a wonderful time to re-examine what
makes our lives worthwhile, invigorat-
ing, and purposeful. The new year also
provides all of us an opportunity to
establish new personal and professional
goals to better prepare us for the
challenges we will face in 2006.

Personally, I hope to increase my
communications to our stakeholders
about the great things we are accom-
plishing in our schools as well as the
challenges we face. I also plan to
physically exercise more often, eat
healthier, balance my work with the
importance of quality family time, and
work harder and smarter every day. The
good news is, I am fortunate to be
surrounded with very talented and
gifted staff who are committed to
making this district the best in the state.

What does 2006 hold for the Puyallup
School District? Among the many
challenges that we will face, one
particular event stands out for me as
clearly the most important. Currently
weighing heavily on the minds of the
board of directors and district staff is
the four-year School Programs and
Operation Levy that will appear on the
February 7, 2006 special election ballot.
Voter approval or rejection will deter-

mine the future level of service to our
students, parents, and staff.

On Tuesday, February 7, voters will
decide if the replacement levy that
expires in December 2006 will be
renewed for the next four years. Like
most school districts throughout the
state, the Puyallup School District relies
heavily on these local levy funds
because the state legislature does not
fully fund public education, current
student programs, and staffing levels as
we now know it in the Puyallup School
District.

If approved by voters, this replacement
property tax will replace a levy that was
approved by voters in 2002. The
proposed replacement levy tax is two
cents less than voters approved in the
previous levy election four years ago.
The levy will be collected from January

2007 through December 2010, if
approved by voters.

The Puyallup School District is no
longer the small, sparsely populated
rural school district it once was. Over
the last 15 years, Eastern Pierce
County has become a more attractive
suburban area. Within our district
boundaries, the City of Edgewood,
City of Puyallup, South Hill, and other
unincorporated Pierce County commu-
nities account for nearly 100,000
citizens. As the state’s ninth largest
school district with more than 21,000
students and 2,300 staff, the district
and region continue to increase in
population and provide an attractive
quality of life, abundance of recreation
activities, excellent local employment
opportunities, and more — all within
commuting distance to nearby employ-
ment centers.

Many of you are aware the district is
continuing its proud reputation by
making strong, deliberate, and incre-
mental gains in the improvement of
student achievement.

District graduates are succeeding in
their careers and becoming actively
involved in making our community a
better place for families to enjoy.
These accomplishments are due, in
part, to high quality instructional and
support staff, an involved and highly
dedicated school board, a supportive
community, sound financial standards,
and accountability practices that were
previously featured in my December
Connections article. I believe the
stakeholders living within the borders
that represent the respective communi-
ties that make up the Puyallup School
District are proud of the quality of
education which has served children
extremely well over 150 years of
service to the community.

I urge Puyallup School District voters to
make an informed decision in this
important school election on Tuesday,
February 7, 2006.

Community meeting set for February 22 on
Elementary #23 and Junior High #7
Information about construction of new
Elementary School #23 and Junior High
School #7 will be presented during a
community meeting February 22.

The meeting is scheduled from 7 to 9 pm
in the Firgrove Elementary School gym,
13918 Meridian S. in Puyallup.

Elementary #23 is slated to open in the
fall of 2007 at the intersection of 182nd
St. E. and Gem Heights Drive E. The
building is designed as a two-story
structure with a 750-student capacity. It

will provide relief to overcrowding at
Brouillet Elementary and other neighbor-
ing schools on the south end. Construction
is expected to begin this spring.

Junior High School #7 is scheduled to open
in fall 2008 on the Sunrise campus north-
east of Emerald Ridge High School.
Construction of the 99,676-square-foot
building is projected to begin in fall 2006.

Both schools are being built as a result of
the $198.5 million bond passed by voters
in February 2004.
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Diana Seeley
School Board
President

Working together to help all students reach their potential
In the time I have served on the board,
the progress in our district has been
impressive. We have worked hard to
earn an enviable place amongst our
colleagues and community. But at the
same time, our work is not finished. We
have many challenges and successes in
the year ahead, some of which are
known to us and some of which are yet
to come.

We are in the midst of a $198.5 million
bond issue approved by our voters in
2004. This bond allows for the construc-
tion of five new schools and the modern-
ization of five more schools. The board
and staff alike understand the promises
we have made to our community.
Working alongside the Bond Oversight
Committee, we are committed to
bringing these projects in on time and

under budget. Staff is working diligently
as each new phase of construction
unfolds. Included in the bond request is
the construction of two new elementary
schools and one new junior high school.
The board recently approved the naming
process for these schools. Shortly, we
will be able to begin the exciting process
of selecting names to call our schools,
thus associating these important commu-
nity assets with their respective neigh-
borhoods.

In February, we will place a School
Programs and Operation Levy on the
ballot for our voters. While the bond
will pay for new schools and the
modernization of some of our existing
schools, the levy will help pay for the
day-to-day operations of the district.
The money from the levy is used to
support essential education expenses,
such as teachers and paraeducators,
textbooks, special education, transporta-
tion, and school security.

It goes without saying that the board’s
work is to guide the district and to
provide the leadership that is necessary to
accomplish the challenges that lie ahead.
But what I want for this coming year is
for each of us to reflect on why we do
this important work. I visited one of our
schools recently and was fortunate to

spend time in the classroom. This is
ultimately what the board’s work is all
about. As board members we make the
strategic decisions that guide the district.
But it is what happens in the classroom
that shapes our future. I watched as boys
and girls “sat on their pockets,” their
eager faces listening to a gifted teacher
as she slid new concepts and words into
her discussions.

Student learning is why we do the work
we do, and the belief that each child can
succeed drives our every decision. I was
asked recently what I wanted to accom-
plish as board president. My answer is
that no child shall go unnoticed and that
as a district, it is widely known that we are
united in our purpose to inspire and
support all children to reach their full
potential.

Board selects new officers in annual reorganization

Puyallup School District Board of  Directors (from left): Vice
President Lloyd Freudenstein, Director Bruce Dammeier, President
Diana Seeley, Legislative Representative Kathy Afflerbaugh, and
Director Greg Heath.

The Puyallup School District Board of
Directors elected officers for the coming
year during its annual reorganization
meeting on December 12.

By unanimous vote, the board elected
Diana Seeley president, Lloyd
Freudenstein vice president, and Kathy
Afflerbaugh legislative representative.

Superintendent Tony Apostle also
administered the oath of office to
directors Bruce Dammeier and Greg
Heath, who were re-elected in the
November 8 election.

An automatic machine recount showed
that Heath retained his director’s seat by
65 votes over challenger Cindy Poysnick.
Dammeier ran unopposed.

Apostle welcomed Seeley to her new
post as board president. She said she is
looking forward to the challenges and
work in the year ahead.

The board and district staff also thanked
Dammeier for his one-year tenure as
board president. Dammeier said it has
been “an honor and a privilege” to have
served as president. He noted the district

has made significant progress in the past
year, especially in the areas of student

achievement, financial accountability,
and growth.

Teachers earn
National Board
Certification
National Board Certification is the
highest credential in the teaching
profession, and five Puyallup School
District teachers recently earned this
top honor.

The teachers, recognized during a
school board meeting earlier this
month, are: Malesha Dill and Linnea
Roy at Ridgecrest Elementary, Lanita
Miller at Meeker Elementary, Kristen
Diamond at Kalles Junior High, and
Carolyn Callaghan at Rogers High.

The certification process measures what
accomplished teachers should know
and be able to do. It requires teachers to
demonstrate how their activities, both
inside and outside of the classroom,
improve student achievement.

Washington ranks sixth in the nation for
having the most newly certified
teachers — 315 this year. To view
photos of the five local honorees, visit
the school district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.
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School bond update
Ferrucci modernizes classrooms for students with special needs
On a typical day, Ferrucci Junior High
School teacher Tricia Myers teaches
writing, reading, and daily living skills to
approximately 12 students with special
needs. The students work on their learning
goals using resources in their newly
designed classroom.

Across the way, teacher Marita Heckart
does the same with her students. Living
skills can include preparing a meal in the
classroom’s kitchenette or learning how to
read a map.

According to Suzan Zakhary, assistant
director of special services and programs,
“The classrooms at Ferrucci Junior High
are really a plus for our students with
special needs.”

Last year, students in Ferrucci’s special
education program were housed in
portable classrooms. This year, the
students are in the main building with
everyone else, and they have two new self-
contained classrooms that include a
kitchenette, a restroom, and a time-out
room. Work on the classrooms took place
over the summer.

Ferrucci Junior High students are the first
to benefit from the special education
classroom modifications. Such modifica-
tions are one of the 14 capital projects
being funded by the voter-approved bond

passed in February 2004.

“With the modernization of the class-
rooms, the students are now better able to
meet the goals in their individual educa-

tion plans” said Ferrucci Junior High
principal Mark Vetter.

According to project manager Beth Bock,
next in line for similar modifications are
Mt. View and Ridgecrest elementary
schools, as well as Rogers High School.
Work on these projects is scheduled to
start next June and finish by September.

Using the districtwide special education
master plan as a guideline, the Special
Services and Programs department and the
Facilities department work together to
plan the modifications. Even as this
summer’s classrooms are being con-
structed, more will be prioritized and
designed for the following year.

Explained Bock, “We’re looking five years
into the future to determine whether we are
prepared to meet the needs of students at a
given school.” For example, one school
might need just a time-out room and a
space for a physical therapist while another
school might need the full self-contained
classroom and specialized equipment. “It’s
all tailored to the needs of the students at
that particular school,” said Bock.

Ferrucci Junior High students Justin Patliff  and Melissa Decker make
dough twists in the classroom’s newly remodeled kitchenette.

Up and down South Hill and North Hill,
and all around downtown, a yellow bus
carried parents throughout the Puyallup
School District. Peering out the windows,
these community members gave up their
Sunday before Thanksgiving to ride the
bus like a tour group on vacation.

With Executive Director of Facilities Rudy
Fyles as their guide, members of the Citizens
Facilities Advisory Committee (CFAC) got a
firsthand look at the 31 schools throughout
the wide-ranging district of 55 square miles,
from Maplewood Elementary School
downtown to Edgemont Junior High School
on North Hill to Emerald Ridge High School
on South Hill.

The CFAC is made up of about two dozen

community members commissioned by
the Puyallup School Board to identify the
district’s most pressing capital construc-
tion and property management needs
beyond those currently addressed by the
bond approved by voters in 2004.

Formed in August, the committee’s work
will continue through May 2006. Such a
committee is formed every several years
as needed. “Even as we’re building new
schools, we need to continue to plan for
the future,” said Fyles. The committee
looks at facilities requirements for the
next 12 years, through 2018.

“As parents in the district, the committee
members each represent a particular

Citizens committee assesses district
facilities needs through 2018

Executive Director of  Facilities Rudy Fyles leads Citizens Facilities
Advisory Committee members on a district tour. continued on page 5
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learn science best through concrete experiences.
Students work independently as well as cooperatively
to do investigations; ask questions; make and test
predictions; record, reflect on, and share their findings;
and apply the skills and knowledge they have gained to
new situations.

Andrew Schwebke, teacher on
assignment for math and science
curriculum implementation, coordi-
nated training for more than 250
teachers in the new program during the
summer and fall. Future trainings are
scheduled for this school year.

Each unit builds concepts and makes
connections across the curriculum,
including a logical transition to what
students will learn in junior high, said
Schwebke. This year’s eighth graders will be the first class
required to pass the science WASL, in addition to reading,
math, and writing, by the time they graduate in 2010.

“I want kids to love science and have an open door to future
opportunities in science,” he said. “Most adults didn’t have
science until junior high, but now it is core for all students in
kindergarten through grade 10. Sometimes it’s challenging,
but I want them to enjoy being challenged.”

continued from page 1

Students hooked on science

school,” Fyles said. “There is balanced representation
from all attendance areas.”

Led by co-chairs Christine Wilson and Craig McCoy,
the CFAC meets about every two weeks to work
through an aggressive schedule. It is studying projected
student growth, future educational program needs, and
current building conditions and capacities. Based on
this information, the CFAC will identify whether new
schools will need to be constructed through 2018. It
will specify existing buildings that will need to be
improved, modernized, or replaced. The CFAC will
also recommend whether certain properties should be
surplused or purchased.

The resulting CFAC report will be submitted to the
school board by late spring 2006. Many of the projects
that are being funded by the 2004 bond are a result of
the work done well in advance by the 1998 CFAC.
“This is exactly the kind of long-range planning that’s
critical in ensuring that we have appropriate educa-
tional facilities for our students,” said Debra Aungst,
assistant superintendent of education support.

Citizens committee
continued from page 4

Every Thursday and Friday, two
Puyallup High School students
put their new Spanish and
English language skills to the
test as they volunteer to assist
Spinning Elementary students in
the English Language Learners
(ELL) program.

The program formerly known as
ESL, or English as a Second
Language, is now referred to as
ELL because for some Puyallup
students, English may be a
second, third, or fourth language.

The demographics of the
Puyallup School District have
been changing. In 2004, the
district served 225 students in
the ELL program. In 2005, the
numbers grew to 398. The
largest primary language group
for district ELL students is
Spanish, with 240 speakers. About 38 students speak
Korean as their primary language, while fewer numbers
speak languages such as Punjabi, Ukrainian, and Samoan.

Students in the district ELL program are served by eight
paraeducators and three certificated teachers. The 101
junior high and high school ELL students served at Aylen
Junior High and Puyallup High School (the sites for
secondary ELL instruction), are bused to those schools.
ELL students in elementary grades are served at their
neighborhood schools.

A typical ELL student receives about 30 minutes a day of one-
on-one help from a paraeducator through a pull-out program.
On average, a student who enters the ELL program is served
between three and four years, although some remain in the
program for longer. When students have academic language
skills, they are returned to regular classrooms full time.

“ELL paraeducators are highly trained for assisting
students with second language acquisition,” says ELL
Coordinator Andrew Viniarski. “They work very indepen-
dently since 10 paraeducators serve 21 elementary
schools.  Because ELL students may arrive and leave
outside of the school year schedule, the office has to be
flexible with assignments to ensure that staffing mirrors
student populations and ELL services needs.”

The challenge for ELL students surpasses language
acquisition, says Viniarski. They need to learn a new

culture and adapt to a new way of thinking.  Even seem-
ingly universal things like math are approached differently
depending on cultural norms in their homes. This can be
frustrating for parents of ELL students who feel they can’t
provide their children the help they need at home.

To help bridge the gap, the district now offers free adult
ELL classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays at Kalles Junior
High. The current class is at capacity with 30 parents
enrolled, but a second class may be offered if there is
additional need. The district offers three levels of transla-
tion services for families that need it. Written translation
services, oral translation services for parent conferences,
and emergency translation services offer parents ways to
stay connected to the school and their child’s academic
success.

“ELL students are so eager to learn, and the parents of
ELL students are so grateful for the help their children
receive in learning English,” said ELL paraeducator Linda
Egeland.

Parent Humberto Ramirez sees definite benefits to his
children. The Ramirez family moved to Puyallup from
Mexico one year ago. His son Orlando, now a ninth grader
at Aylen Junior High, has been in the ELL program for one
year, and his other son, Christian, was in the ELL program
at Puyallup High School last year.“The ELL classes have
helped my sons with their English, and I know it will give
them more opportunities for the future,” he said.

English Language Learners program helps
growing number of students and parents

Puyallup High student Maria Salas helps Spinning Elementary third
grader Sandra Pedro Morales learn English.

Andrew
Schwebke
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School Programs and Operation
Levy on February 7 election ballot
On Tuesday, February 7, Puyallup School
District voters will be asked to consider a
four-year replacement tax levy to help pay
for teachers and other education expenses
not funded or under-funded by the state.

Absentee ballots for the special election
were scheduled to be mailed on Friday,
January 20.

Local levy dollars pay for
about 20 percent of the total
revenue needed to maintain
current levels of school
district programs and
operation.

The Puyallup School District Board of
Directors unanimously agreed on Septem-
ber 12 to include the four-year “School
Programs and Operation Levy” on the
special election ballot. The levy replaces
the current maintenance and operations
levy that expires at the end of the 2006
calendar year.

Levy dollars pay for about one in every
five teachers, classroom assistants, and

Q’s and A’s about the replacement levy
The following are
some frequently

asked questions and answers about the
School Programs and Operation Levy
that will appear on the February 7, 2006
special election ballot. To view addi-
tional questions and answers about the
levy, visit the school district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.

Q: What is a School Programs and
Operation Levy?

A: The levy pays for items necessary for
the day-to-day operation of school. It
pays for items not funded or not fully
funded by the state and provides
about 20 percent of the district’s
financial support for schools and
programs.

Senior citizen and
disabled persons
tax exemption
Puyallup School District residents who
are 61 years of age or older and whose
household income is less than $35,000
may qualify for an exemption from all
or part of the School Programs and
Operation Levy.

Regardless of age, persons who have a
disability that prevents them from being
employed may also qualify for this
exemption.

Information is available by contacting
the Senior Citizen and Disabled Persons
Exemption Department Hotline at (253)
798-2169.

More than 1,400 students are educated in each of  the district’s three
comprehensive high schools. Rogers High School students (above)
leave the campus at the end of  a busy school day.

other staff who educate the more than
21,000 students across the district.

The levy funds also contribute signifi-
cantly to district expenses for textbooks
and teaching materials, school safety and
security, lower class sizes in elementary
schools, extracurricular activities, and
transportation (learn more about how tax
dollars are spent on page 7).

School districts have the
option to submit two- or
four-year levies. The
Puyallup School District
chooses to submit four-year
levies because they are more

cost-efficient and allow for better long-
range planning. The costs of the special
election on February 7 are shared with
neighboring school districts.

The proposed annual tax rate is $3.43 per
$1,000 of assessed value, which is two
cents less than the rate approved by voters
in 2002. The levy is for a fixed dollar
amount and does not fluctuate with
property reassessment.

Remember to vote
on Tuesday,
February 7, 2006

Levy propositions require a 60 percent
supermajority of “yes” votes to pass.

Community members are welcome to
submit questions or comments about the

levy by e-mailing
2006levy@puyallup.k12.wa.us or by
calling Karen Hansen, director of commu-
nications and executive services, at (253)
841-8703.

Q: How often do we have levy elections?
A: Levies are voter-approved tax assess-

ments valid for a limited time, either
two or four years. The Puyallup School
District chooses to run four-year levies
because they are more cost-efficient for
the district and for voters. Levies renew
existing taxes; they do not create new
ones.

Q: What are the election requirements?
A: Levy resolutions require a 60 percent

supermajority of “yes” votes to pass.

Q: When is the election?
A: Tuesday, February 7, 2006.

Q: If I vote absentee, when will I receive
my absentee ballot?

A: Ballots were mailed on Friday, January
20, 2006.

Q: What is the estimated tax rate?
A: The estimated tax rate will be $3.43

for every thousand dollars of assessed
valuation — two cents lower than the
rate approved by voters in 2002.

Q: Where can I receive more information
about the levy?

A: Contact Karen Hansen, director of
communications and executive
services, at (253) 841-8703, or visit
the school district’s Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.
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Local school levy dollars contribute about
20 percent of the total revenue needed to
maintain current levels of school programs
and operation. The funds pay in full or in
part for a number of costs including the
following:

Teachers and classroom assistants

Levy funds help pay for
classroom teachers.
Funds also support
paraeducators, who
work alongside teachers
in the classroom and
other areas of the school
to ensure students get
the help they need.

Textbooks, supplies,
and materials

Students not only need
textbooks with current
information, they need
paper, workbooks,
materials for science
experiments, and more.
Supplies and materials
help students bring
learning to life.

Levy funds: A look at where tax dollars are spent

the levy and school fund-raising efforts.
The money supports supplies and other
operating expenses for campus clubs, as
well as athletic equipment and training
supplies.

Counselors, nurses, and librarians

These professionals are a go-to resource
for students. Whether they need help with
a problem, career advice, assistance with a
health issue, or just more information,
students rely on counselors, nurses, and
librarians.

Special education

These programs and services provide
instruction to students with special needs.

Transportation

The Puyallup School District covers 55
square miles and buses more than 15,000
children to and from school each day on
165 buses. In addition to rising fuel costs,
levy dollars help support the cost of
routine bus maintenance and repair.

School security

Security patrols help keep schools safe.
Students recognize building security staff
as they walk the corridors, commons, and
outside areas of schools. These profes-
sionals can be counted on for assistance
if there is an altercation or accident of

any kind.

Music, art, and
drama programs

Sheet music; band and
orchestra instruments;
art supplies; script rights
to produce plays; and
money for simple
costume, lighting, and
set construction are all
covered by levy dollars.

Athletic and activity
programs

No money in the state’s
funding formula is
allowed for athletics or
activities, so 100 percent
of the money for such
programs comes from

Swimming pools

The district’s swimming pools are widely
used by students and the community. During
school hours, the pools are used for physical
education, and after school they are sched-
uled with sporting events including competi-
tive swimming, diving, and water polo.

Activity buses and field trips

Activity buses are late-run buses that
provide transportation home for students
staying after school for activities or extra
study. They allow students to take advan-
tage of school athletics, clubs, and
activities. Levy funds are also used to pay
for the transportation costs of school-
sponsored field trips. Field trips are an
educational opportunity for students to
access topics that may not be covered in
classroom studies.

A slide show featuring additional photo-
graphs and information about the
proposed School Programs and Operation
Levy is available on the school district’s
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.

Edgemont Junior High
School student Mandy
Malkuch plays  flute in the
school’s concert  band.

Ridgecrest Elementary School teacher Karren Billingsley helps first-
graders learn to read.

Students board the morning bus to begin their school day at Hunt
Elementary.
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Foundation honors community members through scholarships
Some were famous in their fields, such as
professional athletes or well-known
government figures.

Others were local Puyallup berry growers,
business people, or long-time educators,
whose many years of service have
elevated them to household names.

Still others were community folks who
lived their entire lives in the Puyallup
Valley. They never made headlines nor
attracted much attention, but their life
stories are rich with emotion when told by
the friends and family they left behind.

In every case, they personally set aside
money in their wills, or had money donated
in their memory by family members and
friends, for the educational needs of
Puyallup School District students.

This past year alone, the Puyallup Schools
Foundation awarded nearly $49,000 in
scholarships to 51 graduating seniors at

class’s 50th anniversary. The first scholarship
will be awarded to a graduating senior from
Puyallup High for use during the year
following graduation at a vocational or
technical school or a two or four-year
college or university in Washington.

One of the 1955 graduates instrumental in
coordinating the scholarship is Salt Lake
City resident Bill Yates, son of long-time
Puyallup raspberry growers, Margaret L.
(Yates) Frye and Peter E. Yates, who
already have a Foundation scholarship in
their family name.

“About seven years ago I thought, gee
whiz, I haven’t been around Puyallup
much,” said Bill Yates. “Wouldn’t it be
nice to give something back to Puyallup
High School and the community?” After
chatting with other former classmates,
fund-raising efforts began in earnest.

Bill Yates said having the scholarship
managed by the Puyallup Schools Founda-
tion “is an efficient way to do things.”
Having a board that can wisely manage the

money, review student applications, and
follow-through with the wishes of the
benefactors simply makes sense, he said.

Gary Larson, president of the
Foundation’s board of directors, said the
money donated for scholarships provides
students with awards and recognition for
what they have done through their high

school careers and
allows them to further
their educations.
“Certainly there are
students who, without
the help of groups like
the Foundation, could
not go on to college.”

Other scholarships
recently established
through the Foundation

include one in honor of the late Jim Vest,
Puyallup High School’s first All-American
football player. After graduation in 1965,
Vest went on to play for Washington State
University, the Minnesota Vikings, and the
Canadian Football League. A plaque in his

honor was mounted this fall at the high
school gym’s entrance.

Another Puyallup High graduate and
former athlete who will be honored for the
first time in spring 2007 with a scholarship
in her name is the late Gertrude Stelling
Wilhelmsen. The former Viking graduated
in 1931 and placed seventh in the javelin
and eighth in the discus at the 1936
Olympic Games. The scholarship will go
to a female student at any of the high
schools who has shown exceptional talent
in track and field.

The late Tom and Viola Brown, a brother
and sister whose parents, Rose and
Valentino, quietly lived their lives in
Puyallup, also have a scholarship in their
memory. Tom worked in a fishing tackle
shop and Viola worked for The Boeing Co.

While neither married nor had extended
family, their good friend Bob Howard,
born and raised in Puyallup, suggested
Tom consider the idea of giving some of
their estate for student scholarships upon
their passing. “I told Tom, you could help
a lot of kids if you give to the Founda-
tion,” said Howard.

Each year, six scholarships (two at each of
the comprehensive high schools) are
awarded in Tom’s and Viola’s names. As
for Howard, he meets daily for coffee with
old high school buddies who knew Tom
and Viola. One of their favorite things to
do each spring, he said, is to gather for
coffee together and read letters of appre-
ciation from scholarship recipients.

In addition to scholarships, the Foundation
supports educational projects such as
Puyallup Giftmakers, which helps children
in need each winter holiday season. The
board of directors includes community
volunteers and exofficio members who
represent the school district and the high
schools. A list of current officers and
members is available on the school district
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.

For more information about the Puyallup
Schools Foundation, contact President Gary
Larson at (253) 845-4023. Donations can
be sent to the Puyallup Schools Foundation,
P.O. Box 55, Puyallup, WA 98371.

Gary Larson

the district’s four high schools. Some are
based on merit, while others seek to help
students with financial need.

The non-profit Foundation is operated by
an all-volunteer board of directors whose
responsibility is to manage the investment
and distribution of available monies to
benefit as many student scholars as
possible each year. The amount awarded
each year is usually based on the interest
earned on the principal invested. Current
assets total more than $1 million.

Now in its 17th year, the Foundation
continues to receive word of new scholar-
ships, several of which will be awarded for
the first time this year.

Last month, for example, the Puyallup High
Class of 1955 culminated years of fund-
raising efforts when it announced a scholar-
ship during the annual Puyallup High School
Alumni Assembly, which coincided with the

“Certainly there are students
who, without the help of groups
like the Foundation, could not go
on to college.”

Gary Larson

A scholarship in honor of  the late Jim Vest, Puyallup High School’s
first All-American football player, was recently established through
the Puyallup Schools Foundation. A plaque in his honor was mounted
this fall at the gym’s entrance following a ceremony attended by
former classmates and current school officials.
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Citizens and staff help plan
2006-07 school district budget

Students learn about geography and
technology in state videoconference

Resource Advisory Council members (from left) community
member Dr. Ina Bhatt and Ferrucci Junior High Assistant Principal
Krista Bates discuss the budget during a recent meeting.

Much like a Finance 101 class, a group of
Puyallup citizens and school district staff
has spent the past several months poring
over budget documents, studying
revenues and expenses, and discussing
how to develop a balanced budget
recommendation.

Their 30 hours spent in meetings, as well
as countless hours of homework, will
culminate next month when the 18-
member Resource Advisory Council
(RAC) presents a proposed 2006-07
budget to the school district cabinet — a
team of administrative leadership.

The cabinet will review the Council’s
budget as it develops its draft school
district budget, which will be unveiled in
March and followed by public forums.
Superintendent Tony Apostle will then
take all of the information into account as
he prepares his proposed budget in
spring, followed by two public hearings
and final adoption in August.

This is the first year that citizens have

served on the RAC, and members say the
experience has been educational, reward-
ing, and at times challenging.

“Since becoming a part of this process, I
have learned a great deal and been given
keen insight into what goes on with
running a school district which, ultimately,
hopes to serve and make a difference in
the lives of our young people,” said
community member Dr. Ina Bhatt.

Krista Bates, RAC member and assistant
principal at Ferrucci Junior High added,
“Everything in education is so important
that you don’t want to cut anything. But
we know we need to carve out money for
new schools, enrollment growth, rising
fuel costs, and changing interest rates. It’s
not as easy as it looks.”

Assistant Superintendent of Education
Support Debra Aungst, who heads up the
RAC, praised the Council’s work. While it
is still early in the state’s legislative
session to have a firm economic forecast
for public education, she said RAC

members have reviewed this district’s
spending plan to get a firm understanding
of the budget make-up. “These are a
committed group of individuals who bring

us thoughtful consideration, a great deal
of deliberation, and collective thinking
as we move forward with plans for next
year,” she said.

Fourth graders in Jill Hanson’s class from Hunt Elementary are filmed
during the “Where in Washington” videoconference.

With a film crew standing by, Hunt
Elementary fourth graders do a last-minute
run-through of their scripts in preparation
for their live TV newscast.

When given the red light, they read from a
TV prompt describing geographic indica-
tors of the Puyallup area. They talk about
the terrain, the mayor, and the fact that the
city’s name means “generous people.” As
they speak, their faces are transmitted via a
videoconferencing system to six other
elementary classrooms around the state.

With technical assistance and encouraging
words from the school district’s Informa-
tion Technology Center staff, students are
filmed as they give clues about their
hometown. A PowerPoint presentation
prepared by students earlier in class
flashes on the screen behind them. Other
classes across the state take notes, and

when the presentations are over, the
videoconference breaks for 30 minutes
while teams of students — including those
from Hunt Elementary — use the clues, a
state highway map, an atlas, books, and
laptop computers to guess where in
Washington other classrooms are located.

“I really liked researching on maps and
going on the computer to figure out the
clues,” said Emily McDaniels, a fourth
grader in Jill Hanson’s class. Carrie
Brummer’s fifth-grade class also partici-
pated in the “Where in Washington”
videoconference held December 8 at the
district’s administrative center in Puyallup.

As they deciphered the clues, students
learned about teamwork along with lessons
in geography, history, and use of technology.
For more about this project, visit the school
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/.
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Student athletes shine in fall sports season

The Puyallup High School football team went undefeated in the
regular season and advanced to the state semifinals.

Senior Kylie Marshall helped the
Emerald Ridge High volleyball
team advance to third place in
state.

The Puyallup Family Co-op is providing
tours and information nights about its
program for the 2006-2007 school year.

The Co-op serves kindergarten through
grade six, and the program is open to all
students in the Puyallup School District.

Attendance at one of the following tours
and an information night is required to
complete the enrollment process. Tours
are scheduled at 9 am on January 30,
February 13 and 27, and March 13.

Information nights are scheduled in the
Firgrove Library beginning at 6:30 pm
on February 15, 6 pm on March 9, and
7 pm on March 21.

For more information or to sign up for a
tour and information night, contact
Firgrove Elementary at (253) 841-8733.

Puyallup Family
Co-op sets tours and
information nights

The Puyallup School District invites
parents and/or guardians of elementary
students to preview the district’s
approved Human Growth and Develop-
ment and HIV/AIDS curricula for
students in grades four, five, and six.

The preview will be held from 6 to 8
pm Wednesday, February 8, 2006 in the
Puyallup High School Commons, 105
Seventh St. S.W. in Puyallup.  Parents
wishing to exclude their child from the
HIV/AIDS curriculum required by the
state must preview this curriculum and
sign an exclusion form.

Questions or concerns may be shared
during this parent information meeting,
with a child’s teacher, or by calling the
office of Rick Wells, director of
athletics, health, and fitness at (253)
841-8785.

HIV/AIDS
curriculum preview
set for February 8

(photo courtesy of Morgan Medeiros)

(photo courtesy of Jim Meyerhoff)

It’s not often that a school district can
boast of having earned four division
championships, two league sportsmanship
awards, five coaches of the year honors,
and an academic state championship title.

All this and more is in the record books
this fall for the Puyallup School District’s
student athletes, who excelled in skill and
sportsmanship on and off the field.

For the second consecutive year, all eyes were
on the Puyallup High School football team.
The Vikings were undefeated in the regular
season, were named South Puget Sound
League (SPSL) South Division champions,
and advanced for the first time since 1997 to
the state semifinals at the Tacoma Dome.

Tom Ingles was named SPSL’s football
coach of the year, and Kevin Thomas was
selected West Central District III assistant
football coach of the year.

Puyallup High’s boys cross country team
also became SPSL South Division
champions, and girls cross country
member Chelsie Jorgensen placed 18th at
state. Michelle Mathay was named SPSL
cross country coach of the year.

Puyallup High volleyball coach Tony
Batinovich won SPSL coach of the year
honors after leading his team to second in
the league. The school’s boys tennis and
boys golf teams placed second in league
competition.

Emerald Ridge High School also made big
news on the volleyball court, on the links,
and in cross country.

The girls volleyball team went undefeated
in regular season, securing a spot as SPSL
South Division champions. The Jags
landed a third place finish at the state
tournament, and senior Kylie Marshall
earned numerous awards from local media
for her skill and contributions to the team.

The girls golf team also recorded a 12-0
undefeated season and were named SPSL
South Divison champions.

The Jaguar boys cross country team ended

up second place in league, won the boys
cross country sportsmanship award, and
watched as junior Hassan Mead advanced
to tenth place at the state meet.

For the second year in a row, the Emerald
Ridge varsity girls cross country team, led
by coaches Shane Sliva and Gary Osborne,
was named the state’s academic champions.
The runners achieved a team grade point
average of  3.976 in the second semester of
the 2004-05 school year.

Rogers High School girls soccer team
demonstrated a strong showing this fall,
and Moe Orcutt won SPSL’s soccer coach
of the year honors.

The Rams girls cross country team also
received the special honor of the SPSL’s
sportsmanship of the year award.

“I am pleased with the success of our fall
sports program — the leadership of our
coaches and the commitment of our athletes,”
said Rick Wells, director of athletics,
health, and fitness. “Any time you win a
division or league title in Class 4A competi-
tion is a notable feat. To do it with four
programs is a testimonial to the excellence
of all of our programs in Puyallup.”
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Diversity curriculum tells history through the eyes of ethnic groups

In-District Student Transfer

In-district students who wish to attend a
school other than their attendance area
school for the 2006-2007 school year
need to submit their Intra-District
Transfer Application by March 1, 2006.

Transfer applications are available in the
main office at all schools or from the
receptionist at the district office. Elemen-
tary and junior high applications should be
submitted to the resident school principal.
High school applications should be
submitted to Casey Cox, executive
director of secondary school leadership, at
302 2nd St. S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372.

In the past, some schools have reached
enrollment capacity and have been unable
to accept intra-district transfers.  Again,

this is a possibility for the 2006-2007
school year.  Due to enrollment, Brouillet,
Firgrove, Hunt, Northwood, Pope,
Ridgecrest, and Zeiger elementary schools
are closed to new transfer applications.

This is an annual process that must be
completed whether a student is already on
a transfer or not.  For additional informa-
tion on secondary transfers, contact
Kathleen Heckman at (253) 841-8771. For
information on elementary transfers,
contact Karen Odell at (253) 841-8796.

Out-of-District Student Choice

Students who live out of the district and are
currently enrolled in the Puyallup School
District must complete a “Non-Resident
Enrollment Application.”  A release from
the resident school district is required and

On a recent winter morning, eighth-grade
students at Edgemont Junior High shared
with classmates brochures they had
created about immigration. Topics ranged
from celebrity immigrants to immigration
trends in Africa.

A common theme among the teens’
research is that people who immigrated to
the United States have brought with them
perspectives, experiences, and lessons in
resilience and determination. They have
made the United States the diverse
country it is.

When looking for a new diversity
curriculum, the district wanted one that
could be infused into existing courses,
not conducted as standalone study units.
At the junior high level, teachers this year
are using the Respecting Ethnic and
Cultural Heritage (REACH) Ethnic
Perspectives Series.

The series, selected by the school district’s
Diversity Curriculum Adoption Committee,
is a natural follow-up to a multicultural read-
aloud series implemented last year in
elementary grades. The curriculum is
designed to tell a story or piece of history
through the eyes of a particular ethnic group.

For Mary Cogger, an eighth-grade
honors social studies teacher at
Edgemont Junior High, the REACH

must accompany the application form.
Release from a resident district and
acceptance into a non-resident district
must be sought on an annual basis.

Completed secondary forms are returned to
Casey Cox, executive director of second-
ary school leadership, and completed
elementary forms are returned to Lynne
Rosellini, executive director of elementary
school leadership, at 302 2nd St. S.E.,
Puyallup, WA  98372 no later than 4 pm on
March 1, 2006 for optimal consideration.

Due to enrollments, many schools are
closed  to out-of-district students.
Parents need to check before completing
the application process. For additional
information on secondary transfers,
contact Heckman. For information on
elementary transfers, contact Odell.

curriculum allows her to
present new perspectives to
students. “It’s a beginning
and jumping off point for
us,” she says. “It’s a starting
point to allow students to
look at how certain popula-
tions view things.”  The
curriculum also helps
teachers educate students
about prejudice and stereo-
typing ethnic groups.

Marya Gingrey, the district’s
director of diversity affairs,
said the curriculum gives
students additional exposure
to diversity they might not
otherwise have. “I believe this
helps to create cultural
relationships and exposes
students to the different
worlds that are out there. It is
our responsibility to prepare
students to succeed out in the
‘real world.’” Students of
color now comprise a little
more than 20 percent of the

student population in the district.

Bonnie Beaudoin, a veteran teacher of 33

years, led the district field testing for the
curriculum.  She recruited eighth-grade
social studies teachers who were willing to
incorporate it into their American history
classes as part of their regular curriculum.
The curriculum presents materials from
the perspectives of Native Americans,
Hispanics, Europeans, African Americans,
and Asian Americans.

“I think it is one resource that we can use
to enrich our curriculum and give a
perspective of history through the eyes of
other people,” says Beaudoin.  “Teachers
were excited to have another resource. It
covers areas in the curriculum that are
really missed. This was a good way to
teach students about perspective.”

For students, exposure to the views of
different cultural and ethnic groups
offers new angles on topics in history
and more.   For example, the Asian
American Perspectives curriculum
includes local history about experiences
of Asian Americans during World War II
and the development of Seattle’s
International District.

This year, the district will research a high
school level diversity curriculum.

In-district transfer and out-of-district student choice Annual Soup and
Salad Supper set
for February 3

Edgemont Junior High social studies
students (from left) Kasey Iranon and Sami
Houghton review a brochure detailing
African immigration trends.

The annual Soup and Salad Supper
sponsored by the school district’s food
services department is scheduled from
4 to 7 pm Friday, February 3 at Aylen
Junior High School, 101 15th St. S.W.
in Puyallup.

Proceeds from the event support high
school student scholarships. Cost is $7
for adults and $6 for senior citizens and
children 12 years and younger. This
year’s menu features vegetable beef or
clam chowder soups, salad bar, dinner
roll, dessert, and coffee or punch.

Tickets can be purchased at the door or
in advance from any school district food
service staff member.
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Fall kindergarten registration is set for March 20 to 24
Kindergarten registration for students who will enter
the Puyallup School District for the first time in fall
2006 is set for March 20-24. Evening registration will
be available March 20 from 6 to 7:30 pm, and
daytime registration is scheduled March 21-24 from
9:30 am to 3:30 pm.

Parents should register at their neighborhood school or
at the school near their daycare center. Registration
packets are available at elementary schools the week
prior to registration. Packets cannot be returned to
schools before the registration dates listed above and
must contain all required items.

Bring the items listed below to the school when registering. A
child will not be registered and assigned a classroom until the
school has received these necessary items: proof of the

child’s birthday, such as a birth certificate (children must be 5
years old on or before August 31, 2006 to be eligible to
register for kindergarten); proof of address (recent utility bill,
lease agreement, etc.); and proof that the child has had the
required immunizations and when they were given.

State law requires that children entering Washington
public schools must show proof of having had the
following immunizations:

Diptheria, tetanus, and pertussis vaccine: At least four
doses, the last of which must have been given on or after
the child’s fourth birthday;

Oral polio vaccine: Three doses, the last of which must
have been given on or after age 4. Four doses are required
if the same type of vaccine (IPV or OPV) is NOT used;

Measles: Two doses, which must have been given on or
after the first birthday;

Mumps and rubella: One dose each, which must have
been given on or after the first birthday; and

Hepatitis B: A three-dose series of hepatitis B vaccine
will be required for children entering kindergarten.

Required immunizations can be obtained from a family
physician or by contacting the Good Samaritan Immuni-
zation Clinic at (253) 435-3930.

A new law requires that the school be notified if a child
has a life-threatening condition. If so, a time will be
arranged for parents or guardians to meet with the child’s
school nurse.

Students to serve during “March Gladness”Giftmakers helps more
than 500 children When the Puyallup School District and local faith

community recently surveyed students about develop-
mental assets, they found that almost three-quarters of
the youth did not feel valued by their community.

One way to shrink that number is to get students active.
“Give them something valuable to do,” said Chris Loftis,
executive director of Communities in Schools of Puyallup.

With the success of the student-led tsunami relief efforts
last year, school district and faith community representa-
tives decided to get students involved this year in
planning a larger scale project — “March Gladness.”

A group of secondary students from all 10 of the
district’s junior highs and high schools has been meeting
since June with members of local service clubs and civic
organizations, the faith community, and the school
district. The group, the Community Service Partnership
Task Force, plans to devote the month of March to
service projects around the area.

Karah Haskins, a ninth grader at Ballou Junior High, is
part of the student committee. She said the group hopes to
get students from across the district involved and excited
about the project. The group also is seeking to get the
community involved. Haskins said the planning committee
has sent out information to the community and is waiting
to hear back about potential service projects. During
January, the committee will create a list of interested
students and a list of potential projects and match them up
according to age range and project suitability.

The group has come up with five “G’s” to sum up the
purposes of their projects: Gather together to build
relationships; Grow in our knowledge of the world; Go
out and become active citizens; Give something back to

the community; and Grant honor to others.

Mike Audas, youth pastor at High Pointe Community
Church, has been working with students on the commit-
tee. “It’s phenomenal. This finds common ground among
everyone, and that common ground is service to our
fellow men.”

For more information about the March Gladness program
and how to get involved, contact Chris Loftis at (253)
840-8917,  Linda Quinn at (253) 840-8811, or Bonnie
Beaudoin at MarchGladness@yahoo.com.

Third grader Kyle Barts helps seniors at
Meridian Hills make candy cane crafts. Kelley
Lee’s Puyallup Family Co-op students visited
the retirement home last month.

Emerald Ridge High School students (from
left) Janel Brown and Stephanie Steuby
carry bags of  holiday gifts for shopper
Tina Acuna, who was among nearly 200
shoppers last month at the 19th annual
Puyallup Giftmakers. The program provided
new toys, games, books, stuffed animals,
and warm clothing for more than 500
children.


